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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS ; 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application, 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) A method of printing with a rotary 
printing press having a plurality of printing cylinders that are 
adapted to be adjusted on and off from a running web, wh e r e in a 
l e n g th of a printed -ima g e is larg e r than a periph e ral l e ngth o f a - 
largest on e of th e printin g cylinders, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

providing, a printed image having a length which is larger 
than a peripheral length of a largest one of a plurality of 
printing cylinders of a rotary printing press, 

subdividing the printed image into elements such that each 
element has a length whi ch is not larger than the peripheral 
length of the largest one of the printing cy linders , the printed 
image comprising a number of subsequent panels, said panels 
having at least one element that is different from panel to 
panel, and wherein these elements are printed with a plurality of 
printing cylinders, and th e printed image haa an e l e ment that is 
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identically rep e ated - f o r aach pan e ls 

printing these elements with different printing cylinders, 
said step of printing including the step of printing at least one 
of said elements with each printing cylinder, and said st e p of 
printing includes the step of printing this e lement with a 
separat e pri - nting cylind e r which remains constantly in an "on" 
position/ — emd 

periodically shifting one of said printing cylinders off 
from the web, each time for at least a duration of one turn of 
the printing cylinder, said step of periodically shifting 
includes the step of timing "on" and "off" adjustment movements 
of the printing cylinders such that each printing cylinder leaves 
those panels empty for which the elements are printed with 
another one of the printing cylinders ^ and 

wherein the printed image has an element that is identically 
repeated for each panel, and said step of printing includes the 
step of printing this element with a separate printing cylinder 
which remains constantly in an "on" position. 

4, (Canceled) 

5. {Currently Amended) A method of printing with a rotary 
printing press having a plurality of printing cylinders that are 
adapted to be adjusted on and off from a running web, wherein a 
l e ngth of a printed image is larg e r than a peiiph e ial l e ngth of a 
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largest an e of th e printing cylinders the method comprising the 
steps of: 

providing a printed image having a length which is larger 
than a peripheral length of a largest one of a plurality of 
printing cylinders of a rotary printing press , 

subdividing the printed image into elements such that each 
element has a length which is not larger than the peripheral 
length of the largest one of the printing cylinders, 

printing these elements with different printing cylinders, 
wherein the step of printing includes the step of printing 
elements having a length of less than a peripheral length of the 
printing cylinder, as measured in a feed direction of the web, 
with a single printing cylinder, 

periodically shifting one of said printing cylinders off 
from the web, each time for at least a duration of one turn of 
the printing cylinder, and 

timing "on" adjustments of th - fr g said single printing 
cylinder such that the element printed thereby is inserted into 
the printed image in a predetermined position and such that the 
element printed by the single printing cylinder overlaps at least 
two of the elements printed with different printing cylinders. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 5: 

wherein th e step of printing includ e s the st e p of 
p rinting e l em ents having a l e ngth of less Lhan a p e i ' iphei-dl - 
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length of the printing cylinder, aj m e asured in a f ee d direction 
of the w e b, with a singl e printin g cylinder, — and 
further comprising the steps of: 

timing "on" adjustments of this single printing 
cylinder such that the element printed thereby is inserted into 
the printed image in a predetermined position, and 

adjusting a plurality of printing cylinders "on" 
and "off" at timings that are offset in such a manner that an 
"on" adjustment of one printing cylinder occurs at a same 
longitudinal register as an "off" adjustment of another printing 
cylinder, so that the elements printed by these printing 
cylinders are in registry and form, in combination, an integral 
pattern. 

7. (Currently Amended) A rotary printing press comprising: 
a plurality of printing cylinders of a rotary printing 
press, the print ing cylinders supported individually for sliding 
movement, the printing cylinders hav ing a peripheral length such 
that a largest one of the printing cylinders has a peripheral 
length which is smaller than a printed image to be printed, 
a feeding device for feeding a web to be printed, 
a shift mechanism for adjusting the printing cylinders 
individually on and off from said web such that the shift 
mechanism exerts large displacements during an operation of a 
cylinder exchange and smaller displacements during periodic 
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shifting operations, the shift mechanism including; 

a servomotor/ and 

a displacement sensor, and 
a control unit adapted to control the shift mechanism 
for at least one of said plurality of cylinders such that this 
cylinder is periodically adjusted on an off from the web during 
the printing operation. 

8. (Previously^ Presented) The printing press of claim 7, 
wherein said shift mechanism is adapted to shift said at least 
one printing cylinder, that is adjusted on and off periodically, 
between an "on" position and an "off" position within a length of 
time that is substantially smaller than a rotation period of said 
printing cylinder. 

9. (Previously Presented} The printing press of claim 7, 
wherein a distance between said "on" position and said "off" 
position of said at least one printing cylinder is less than 1 
mm » 

10. (Previously Presented) The printing press of claim 8, 
wherein a distance between said "on" position and said "off" 
position of said at least one printing cylinder is less than 1 
mm. 
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11. (Previously Presented) The printing press of claim 7, 
wherein said at least one printing cylinder that is periodically 
adjustable, has axle and a drive motor arranged on said axle. 

12. (Previously Presented) The printing press of claim 10 r 
wherein said at least one printing cylinder that is periodically 
adjustable, has axle and a drive motor arranged on said axle. 
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